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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
GOVERNOR APPROVES MODEST BUDGET INCREASE FOR EIU 
CHARLESTON -- Gov. Jim Edgar on Wednesday approved a $55,291,400 
operating budget for Eastern Illinois University for 1994-95 -- an increase of 
$1,553,100 or 2.9 percent over last year's $53,738,300. 
Approximately $559,300 of the $1.5 million increase will be generated 
through a 3 percent tuition increase that goes into effect in the fall. EIU undergrad-
uates will pay $1,902 per year in tuition and graduates, $2,004. 
A total of $1,450,200 will be set aside for employee pay raises. This 
represents a 3.5 percent average increase-- well above the 1 percent appropriated 
last year for pay raises. 
Other key funding increases include $360,000 for improvements to the 
university's undergraduate education program, minority educational achievement 
and technology initiatives. 
The $360,000 will be used to fund priorities established in the university's 
Strategic Plan, including the purchase of instructional equipment and support for 
the Foreign Language Lab, Booth Library, hiring programs for women and minorities 
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and programs to enhance retention. 
"Although the additional funding for Eastern will allow us to make some 
progress in meeting some much needed salary increases, planning initiatives and 
fixed cost increases, there is little money left over for improving the overall well-
being of our instructional community. Thus, we are ever more challenged in our 
ability to provide a quality education," said Eastern President David Jorns. 
In addition to an increase in its operating budget, Eastern will receive 
$2,366,000 for three capital improvement projects. They include $1,750,000 to 
purchase movable equipment for the $11.2 million Buzzard Building renovation, 
$256,100 for masonry work to campus buildings and $359,900 to replace the air 
conditioning system in the Fine Arts building. 
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